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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Once again, we thank the authors for their contribution to the field 
of surgical treatment of midfoot arthritis and congratulate them 
on their work.
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The research conducted by Ankers et  al.1 is of great interest. 
With an increasing incidence of symptomatic midfoot arthritis, 
combined with greater patient awareness, and optimum surgical 
planning is vital in treating this condition.2 The authors have done 
an excellent job by reporting on the rate of nonunion and the 
patient-reported outcome measures (PROMs) of two different 
surgical techniques. We would like to highlight the following 
points about this study:

• The authors have specified that the operative technique was the 
surgeon’s choice. At the same time, there is a lot of heterogeneity 
in terms of the use of compression screws, the use of bone grafts, 
and the site of bone grafts. Can the authors further specify what 
factors were considered during and before surgery regarding 
these variables?

• Patients undergoing a simultaneous lapidus procedure had 
higher rates of bony union. How many patients underwent a 
lapidus procedure out of the study cohort of 45 individuals? 
And were the authors able to identify/theorize on the reason 
for this finding?

• The authors have done a commendable job of conducting a 
multivariate analysis of their primary outcome, that is, bone 
union. With the recent focus on PROMs, would the authors be 
able to conduct a similar analysis for the Manchester Oxford Foot 
Questionnaire scores and determine whether surgical technique, 
bone grafting, bony union, and other factors significantly impact 
long-term patient satisfaction? This could form the basis of 
future research potential on this very relevant topic.
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